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Great and Horrible 


NEVVS 


FROM 
The Weſt of ENGLAND. 


” Anyfold and wonderful are the Enor- 

mitics of wicked and depraved men, 

- their deep Contrivances, and lubtle 

ways to bring themſelves to ruin 

when they dream not of approaching danger, 
n ”y Snares for others, forget the place, fo bliad- 
'<d with malitious thoughts they ſee nor what's 
moft plain before their Eyes, bur preſſing for- 
wards are intangl'd in the bailfal deeds that 
their own hands have done, as the Pſalmitt 
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wijely declares, The Pits they dipped they theme> 
ſelves are falen in, Aud "tis mctt juſt bctore the 
God of all the Eanh, wv hat mealure they to 0- 
thers n:cet the {:me ſhall be returned, for ture 
it1s, thoughmany times men ruine thenuelves 
on deiperate Hs, yer rhe cri conſequence 1s tar 
remote fromihetr altetted thovghts, -and pre- 
jent hopes orc pow et thrir ſtuprtied fence, and 
battic all Obzccaions Reaicn Lrings as Bars to 
ttay whcir. fr} Career in Sin : But Conicience 
often itarts at Criacs, and checks the haughty 
will. Conlcience; that Guide. impowered in man 

"to le2d anght, ard keep him from deftruction, 
that perfect Ineccnce that Heaven formed ima- 
culate and pure, ull by Apcitatate diſobedience 
It was was mote vile, yct, notwithitanding 
all. che ſubtilties of Darkneis that the crafty 
Fiends conld raile, till xerans part.v4 its pri- 
mal Luſtre with an abhorrence of preſumptuous 
baiene(s, and often curbs the, daring Miicarants 
in" the {iipreme excels of all rheif lofty pride, 
and makes them oft conleſs. that Arrogance their 
contumelious Soul at other times would (torn to 
own,or once {o much as.thinkupon: And ſtrange 
it is when men indulge themicives and make it 
their chicf ends to aim. at miſchief, - which in 
fine muſt needs produce inevitable fate. Bur 
it is grown ſo epidemical, that thoſe who, won- 
der at it are themlelves more wondered at, and 

Piety's not only laid aſide,but counted asa feign- 
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ed Form, compoicd ot endleſs toil, left it thould 
hinderzthole contagious follies they ſo much re- 
{pect, and ftop the torrent of audacious Its ; 
bur ſure 1c 15, (though it may long delay) thar 
Juſtice will at laſt cry all their Actions ; andit 
found too light his prefling hand will wound the 
Pecant with an unreſtrained force, whoſe dead- 
1y 'harm no Balm on Earth can heal, no Bribe 
turn back, nvr (ecret place obſcure, when mer- 
Cy gives ut way z eſpecially w hen Crimes grow 

cat, and are belmeared in Blood, the fitteſt 

arks that Vengeance levells at, and oft accoalts 
the Murderer with ſuch horrour, that himſfelt 
proclams at unawares the fatal Maxim of his 
own deſtruction, and, plunged in fears, unwil- 
lingly betrays himſelf ; as may be (fully ſeen in 
this Narration I thall-here relate, whole ſad Et- 
fects may be a warning to all thoſe whole lawleſs 
minds are fixed upon Evil. 

In a County in the weſt lived a certain 
Tradciman in tome repute for {everal years,hav- 
ing got many Cuttomers among the Gentry and 
others, he was of a rugged diſpoſition, having 
only one Apprentice, aſtripling Youth of abour 
eighteen years of Age. This Youth, being a 
Tradeiman's Son in the fame Town, and of an 
accute and ingenious faculty, took much delight 
in reading.and would any b be very inquiſitive 
after news; the which bis Maſter privately 
notcing, he (uſpected, as he has ſince declared, 
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that he had got trick to open the Letters that 
in his (aid Maſters ablence came to his hands g 

Cad by 1m. and afterwards cloſe them fo dexte- 
rioutty, that it could hardly be diſcerned ; for 
which his faid Maſter had often beat him, but 
he would never contels , but ro prevent w hich 
ſulpicion, and for his further latisfa&ion, be 
order'd a Neighbour of his if any ſuch Letters 
came in his ablence to recerve themfor him, and 
moreover charg'd his Apprentice to direct the 
Bearer therc of to the afore{a1d Neighbous houlc, 
and not himſelt to mcddle with any, the which 
tor tome Months was performed: But on Mondy, 
the 21/7 of Fanziry, his Maſter very early inthe 
Morning rid out to buy Corn for his ule, and 
lighting ofa parcel ſome what nearer home than 
he expected , but had not been long gone but a 
Man on Horſe back knocked at the Door ; it 
being Icarcely day the Youth was not up, but 
immediately flipping on his Clothes came to 
the Docr and asked him his buſmeſs, who told 
him he had a Letter, and beſides muſt needs 
ſpeak with his Malter , he told him his Maſter 
was gone to ſuch a place, and ſhewed him the 
houte where he mult lexrve it, and told him the 
cau{c, bur the people not being up and the Mel- 
ſenger in haft,the Youth, atter many Objections, 
(and the others pertwaſtons) ventur'd to take in 
the Paper and having it by himſelf defirous to 
_ renew his former practice, for many are molt 
vehe- 
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vehement to affect what they are molt forbidden 
but before he had compleated his Enterprize his 
unexpected Maſter came, who having met upon 
the Road the Man that brought it, having ſome 
diicourle, he told him he had Ictt him a Letter; 
who not expecung but that it had been ordered 
45 formerly, as [von as he came hoine went to 
enquire as aforeſaid, but they told him they nei- 
ther taw nor received any; whoin a rage went 
to his man and demanded the Letter, which he 
delivercd, but being cloled in haſte it was plain- 
ly ſeen it had been opencd, with which he 
Charged um : The youth with ſome faint excu- 
ies denyed for a tume, bur at laſt contelled and 
begg'd pardon for his fault, but nothing Icls 
than his life could fatistie the revenge of his 
cruel Maſter; yet cunaingly ſtifled the outward 
appearance of his anward rage; but turning 
from his man, and going up Starrs, he cut of 2 
icoe of the Bead-Cord. and formed it accord- 
ingeo his Hellth Will , which finiſhed, he call- 
£d up the Youth who dreamed of no fuch cruel- 
ty, though otherways perhaps afraid of his ſe- 
vere Matter's Correction, bur no ſooner being 
come but he claped the fatal Noole about his 
Neck, and by violence drew him up upon a 
Hook that was faſtened 1n the Wall,where.,as it 1s 
thought, he ſtood [ſometime to ſee the ſtrugling 
Youth, till he ſuppoled him to be quite breath- 
iſs, then his Conſcience (miting him for what 

he 
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he had done, or perhaps to ſave himſelf fromall 
{ufpition ; he ran out, as one amazed, and call 
ed ſeveral Neighbours, telling them, That his 
Man had hang'd himſelf, and how, who enter-. 
ing bcheld the dreadful ſpeRtacle.” But afrer their 
near approach they could perceive him to have 
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life, not being extinguiſhed, whete-upon they cut . 


him down, and afrer much rubing and poweri 


in of Cerdial Waters brought himto lns"ſences. 


And being recovered they began to expeſtulate 
with bin hy, or for what cauſe, he laid violent 
hands upon himſelf, who with # faint voice re- 
plved that his Maſter was the Exccutioner and 
the Cauſe, and deſired them ro ſecure him, which 
they did, who being brought before a Jultice, 
and the Youth ſworn againſt him, he confeſſed 
the FaR, and the cavſe that inticed himito ir for 
which he was commirted to the County-Goal 
ro anſwer it atthe next Afſizes. | 

The lamentable ciſl:iſter this yourh had like to 
have ſuffered, not only the Joſs of his life, - but 
alſo the Ignominy and Repure of ſelf-violation, 


had not the Almighty, out cf the abundance of 


his never-failing mercies, prevented it : This 1 
ſay may be a caution and warning to all people 
how they diſpoſe of their Children to ill-affeced 
men, who in their rage can know no mean —— 
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